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ft will be seen that in this first number, there‘is not any 
very considerable portion of original matter. What we have | 
selected, however, is conceived to’ be good and will probably . ’ 
be new to most of our readers» ‘That none may be disap- 

ointed, by expecting more from us than they shall find rea» 
Feed, it may be necessary to state, as it was intimated in 
the proposals, that it is not intended thar this magazine shall 
; be confined to original matter, when it cannot with ease be 
rocured. The gentlemen engaged to superintend the pub- 
fication have no pecuniary interest concerned in its success ; 
but they cheerfully lend their aid, from a hope that it may 
be useful to the best interests of their fellow creatures. They 
do not .wish to consider themselves as pledged to furnish 
original matter. In common with others, who are friendly 
to the object of the magazine, they may occasionally furnish 
some. They confidently hope, not without assurances from 
some of their brethren in the ministry, for assistance in this 
particular. At the time, however, of the publication of this. 
first number, no communications had been received. Some 
portion of original matter’seems necessary to give respect to 
themagazine, that it may be something wiore than a mere com- 
pilation, and that it may deserve to rank, among other similar 
publications of our country ; none of which are reduced to the 
necessity of. being considered, as mere compilations. Whe- 
ther the work will meet with aid in this particular, can be de- 
termined only by the experiment. All who may be disposed 
to favour .a publication of this kind are earnestly requested 
to forward communications, free of expence, to the care of. 
the publisher, Archibald Loudon. 

It is well known that the assembly’s magazine failed, for 
want of a supply of original matter. It is intended that the 
present work should be continued, even though, like many 
of the news-papers and magazines, for which vast sums are 
weekly paid through the whole country, it should aspire to 
no higher rank, than a mere compilation. At the same time 
t is desirable, that it should be something more; and_ the 
editors will spare no pains to procure a supply of original 
matter, so far as solicitation among their brethren in the mi- 
nistry can cffect this. . . 

From that flood of religious intelligence, which has, uf. 
late years, been poured forth, and which is daily increasing, 
it,is conceived, that much useful information may be cole 


lected and published in this Magazine, which may be highly ¥ 
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“3 pateresting to religious people ata distance from ithe best’ 
Sources o intelligence, and not havi ing convenient access to 


if foreign and domestic magazines. It 1s not wished that this 
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fhagazine should interfere with any other, that any perséns 


may be disposed to takes Particularly, ' it is not wished to di- 


\ minish in any part of the country, the virculation cf that ver 


he 


5 respectable work, entitled “ the Christian Magazine” pub- 


- 


~ lised in New-York, by ‘two very able editors.— ut when it 


was considered; that the Assembly’s. Magazine was stopped 


and that there is no publication of this nature between New 


York and the Mississippi ; when it was further considered, 


that a work of this kind could be published among oursclves, 


which should not cost yearly, more thin the commen vews- 
papers, and, in fact, be afforded much cheaper than cny 
magazine which could be procured from abroad, and that from 
the very circumstance of its being published among us, it 
would naturally excite in some respects, greater interest, little 


__ doubt remained of the propriety of issuing proposals. The 
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success of the attempt has been such, as to cause the work 
to be put immediately to the press. This first number, how: 
ever, makes its appearance udder many disadvantagrs. We 
hope that our subsequent number's may make their appearance 


_ under better advantages, and be Letter entitled to public pa- 


tronage. In the mean time, the Editors express a hope, 
considering the magazine, as costing but 12 1-2 certs, 
monthiy, that no famiiy wall consent to be Without it. It is. 
intended that, as its title imports, it shali afford religious in- 
struction to every age and characier. AJi who encourage 


_ this work, wiil reflect, that, in so doing, they’ not only pro- 


cure for theméelyes and their fainilies, the means of knowledge 


of the most valuable kind, but that, by taking this work, they 


increase the funds of the Bible Society, whose noble object 
vg has i in view, nothing less than the distribution of the bible, 
~ grates, among the poor througheut the whole state. — 


- ~« Pains have been taken and will be still farther, to diffuse 
the Magazine through the western. country, especially, 
the new aiid desticute ‘settlements of Ohio, that streams 


may break out in the desart and the wilderness rejoice and 
blossom as the rose. Who will say that it is not a very impor- 
tant aiid benevolent object, to. diffuse, as much as possible, 
the means of religious information, among the people scat- 


_. tered over that extensive and growing country? ‘Lhe magas 


zine will be sent to ali the principal towns, fice of expenses 
The names of agents in this state and in the state of Ohio, 
to whom applications may be made for the Magazine, will 
be poluished on the cover of the next numbex. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


In the first number of this Magazine it may be ex- 
pected, that some prefatory remarks should be made, as 
to its object. This may best be understood, by recur- 
ring to the proposals for its publication, from which we 
make the following extract : 

‘¢ The object of this Magazine shall be, to promote 
the cause of Evan,elical Religion. Original matter will 
be published, w hen it can be obtained. But it is not 
proposed, that the Magazine shall be confined to origi- 
nal matter. It will be a leading object to republish 
from other Magazines such productions as shall appear 
best calculated to promote useful knowledge, sound mo- 
rality and vital piety. It is imtended to have the matter 
of the Magazine consist of biographical sketches, es- 
says on the doctrines and duties of religion, expositions 
of scripture, religious intelligence. &c. 

** With respect to religious sentiments, the public may 
rest assured, that the Magazine will be devoted to main- 
taining and disseminating that system of doctrines, usu- 
ally denominated the doctrines of the reformation, or the 
doctrines of grace, as being the true system of the scrip- 
tures. 

‘* The profits of the work shall be given to the Phila- 
delphia Bible Socicty. 

‘‘ While great numbers of political works are daily is- 
sued from the presses of this state, it would be matter of 
no small surprise, should sufficient encouragement not 
he afforded one of this nature. It is hoped that this work - 
may, through the Divine blessing, be instrumental of 
building up our churches, of alarming the secure sin- 
ner, of correcting the wicked practices of those, who 
drink in iniquity like water, of informing the rising ge- 
neration, of affording many an opportunity to redeem 
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some of the hours, which they would otherwise spend 
july on the Sabbath, and of setting before all, serious per- 
suusives to embrace the gospel and lead a religious life.” 
Ail who profess to receive the bible, as the word of 
God, will adinit, that religion is a business of supreme 
importance. ‘The soul is worth morethan worlds. The 
body, for whose accommodation the most of mankind 
are principaliy engaged, must soon perish in the dust ; 
bui the soul, on whose welfare so few are persuaded to 
bestow a serious thought, will exist forever in happiness 
or misery. Most men find themselves completely busi- 
ed, trom youth to old age, in the concerns of this world 
—in laying up treasures for themselves, and in contriv- 
ing whit they shall eat, or drink, or wherewithal they 
shall be clothed. They find little leisure to reflect, 
that the fishion of this world passes away ; that its inha- 
bitants and all ther: interests.and concerns will soon be 
swept away into the gulph, which has swallowed up foer- 
mer generations. Most men wish tobe thought wise and 
sagacious, even when, in the view of God, they are pro- 
nounced fools. ‘True wisdom must ever consist in the 
cheice of the best ends and the best means for their at- 
tainment. With a friendly voice does the word of God 
declare, to the humble enquirer after wisdom, that the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of know ledge « ind that 
to fear God and keep his commandments is the 
whole duty of man. The same blessed volume directs 
all, who would be supremely blessed, to seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and to labour, 
not for the meat which perisheth, but for that which en- 
dureth to eternal life. ~ But the children of this world 
are, in their own estimation, wiser than toe children of 
light. Great numbers of news-papers and _ political 
pamphlets are daily issuing from the press. - Great num- 
bers of books are published on history, law, medicine, 
literature, agricul ure, commerce and manufactures, and 
attention is unque stionally due to such subjects. But 
are not the race of men all in motion about these things ? 
What does all this prove? Does it prove any thing 
more, than that the world is ina fallen state; that by its 
wisdom it knows not God, and that the affections of men. 
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are fixed chiefly on things of an earthly nature? They 
are of the orld, therefore do they think and speak of the 
wo Id, and the world loves its own. But who, that ever 
opens his pible, needs to be told. that in that sacred 
book, vanity is inscribed on all this eager bustle after 
honours, wealth and pleasures ? O the blindness and 
infutu ‘tion of mortals! will they always continue deaf to 
the voice of wisdom! The world is now, and ever has 
been, gazing with mute astonishment, at the desperute 
wickedness of those madmen and marderers, who have 
been called heroes. But scripture makes little account 
oi these persons, or of their exploits. It passes, in silence, 
the wars and quarrels of the antedeluvian world, and it 
scarcely deigns to record the subsequent wars of the hea- 
then world ; noucing these events only, as having a refer- 
ence to that work, which alone gives interest to other events 
in the hi.tory of mankind, the great work of redemption. 
How little do we, of this age, know of the past wars and 
commoations of the vast and populous empire of China, 
and of India, ard how little, comparatively, of those 
events in the Assyrian or Egyptien history, which once 
called forth all the energy and activity of the human mind ! 
Yet how many in every age, view such things as exclu- 
sively of importance to mankind! Historians think to 
immortalize their names by recording the exploits of suc- 
cessful wickedness, from those of Cuin, the first Murderer, 
to those of th’ modern and more successful man-slayer, 
Bonaparte. ‘The wicked, altnough admired and applaud- 
ed by themselves and others, are reall; of no worth; nay, 
they are worse than nothing in the sight of God. Mur. 
derous ambition, however celebrated by foolish mortals, 
is the just <bjcct of Divine abhorrence ; «nd splendid 
wickedness “ili only ensure a conspicuous place in heil. 
Conquerors have been elevated in human estimation 
above the rank of men and deified ; but in the laneuage of 
prophetic scripture, they have been depressed below, and 
vith characteristical propriety, styled Jeasts. Alexan- 
der is by men called great, but with greater eptness he 
may De denominated the he-goat. Wicked men are 
raised up, not to draw away our adnaifation after them, 
but to be a scourge to guilty nations. Like Pharaoh, 
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they are designed to show God’s power and make. his 


name known in the earth. He makes them, like Cyrus, 


instrumental in accomplishing the deliverance of his cho- 
sen peuple, and in preparing the way for advancing the 
kingdom and interests of the Redeemer. He puts a 
hook in their nose and a bridle in their mouth. He 
circumscribes and limits the sphere ot their operations. 
Though they seek to gratify only their own ambition, and 
it is in their hearts to cu: off natiois not a ew; yet he 
makes them instrumental in the accomplishment of his 
own glorious ends, while they mean not so, neither do 
their hearts think so. 

[t is not so surprizing, that those who are wholly stran- 
cers to religion, should have their judgement of men and 
things, as exhibited in the page of history, or on the 


- great theatre of the living world, systematically wrong, 


or, What is more, that themselves should live without 


any practical regard to the truths of religion. Their at- 


tachments are fixed supremely on the things of this world, 
and out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speak- 
eth of earthly vanities. ut let the mind be once spl- 
ntuaily enlightened to a just discernment of the realities 
of religion, and how different the taste, conduct and cha- 
racter! Former!: , the cross of Christ appeared to them 
foolishness. When seriously conversed with, respect- 
ing Chistian graces or enjoyments, they were either 
d ai, or were provoked to liughter and scorn. Their 

onyersation was not m heaven, nor were their thoughts 
there. But now, religion 1s viewed as the one thing 
neecdfnl, and all other things considered as loss and dross 
i: Compurison. New views, new affections and desires 
spring up in their minds. New judgements are formed 
md new pursuits engaged in. Such persons feel them- 
ives at once neil, in affection and interest, to the 
vreat community of sincere christians in every country, 
who are supremely interested in the welfare of Christs’ 
kingdom, and are ardently desirous to spend and be 
spent in promoting it. ‘These are citizens of Zion : 
they are the truly honourable of the earth: they have 
new rights, new privileges and duties. Old things are 
passed away and all things are become new. They have 
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been regenerated. They have a new principle of action. 
They are crucified to the world and dead to its sinful 
pleasures. They are alive to God and are anxious to 
spend their whole life, asa journey to heaven. ‘hey 
are the light of the world and the saltof the earth. Such 
persons feel interested to know shat is doing in the 
world to promote this best of causes ; what is doing to- 
wards the advancement of that kingdom of which ‘they 
have become, rot in name only, but in deed and truth. 
willing and obedient subjects. Such will wish to know 
what is doing for the distribution of the Bible among the 
poor and ignorant of every country, and what are the 
labours of missionaries in successfully preaching its 
truths. God has always had a chosen number, most 
deeply interested in subjects of this nature. It was by 
their instrumentality, that Christianity was first propa- 
gated among the heathen, and by the instrumentality of 
men of such a spirit, that the reformation was brought 
about. After a long night of darkness, again some evan- 
gelical persons appeared. Whitefield, standing up in 
the spirit of the reformers, preached their doctrines, 
first in England and then in America, with surprizing 
power and success. Whitefield sowed the seeds both 
ig England and America, from which has sprung a plen- 
tiful harvest, and did more extensive good, perhaps, than 
any man since the days of the reformers. A new ae 
of Evangelical religion has, of late years, been waked 
up in England, and great things have been done in that 
country, towards promoting evangelical piety. The 
writings of Wilberforce, Scott and Newton have been 
greatly blessed, and the Christian Observer, a truly 
evangelical publication, has been extensively read anc 
diffused. Great things have also been done in our own 
country. Of that revival of religion, which took place 
about fifty years ago, almost every part of our country 
still feels, in some degree, the benefit. There were 
then, undoubtedly, some wildness and enthusiasm, i 
termixed with true religicn, like chaff with the whee 
and some are ready encugh to lay hold of this circum. 
stance, to discredit the whole. But who that candidiy 
examines the subject, cgn deny that great benefit has 
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accrued to the interest of religion, from that revival ? It 
was the ground-work of the late happy revival, which 
has taken place in so extraordinary a manner within ten 
years past. ‘The limits assigned to the present introduc- 
tory remarks, will not admit of dwelling on these things, 
nor of describing what has been done, of late, as to 
Missionaries, Religious Magazines, Bible and ‘Tract 
Societies. But these things will occupy the attention of 
the reader in our subsequent numbers. —W hat can be 
conceived more wonderful and glorious than to contem- 
plate the scheme of God’s mercy and grace, 1m the reco- 
very of fallen man by the death of his son, and the exten- 
sion of his kingdom among men! The three Jewish 
feasts prefigured the three states of the gospel dispensa- 
tion. It commenced at the passover ; in which ample 
provision was made for sinners by the death of Christ. 
‘The second period was the feast of pentecost, at which 
time a new scene was displayed, such as had never been 
witnessed before. ‘The Spirit was poured out in a most 
wonderful manner. It was the joy ofa feast; a joy in 
which the holy angels, who rejoice at the conversion of 
sinners, might largely partake. But the third dispensa- 
tion is yet to arrive—viz. tne feast of tabernacles or in- 
gathermg. ‘This will be a more happy state of the 
church, than has yet been known: a rest more illustri- 
ous for the ‘church than that of the promised land ; a glo- 
rious rest, which the church shall yet enjoy in its millen- 
nial state on earth. And may we not fondly hope, that 


some symptoms of this happy gospel feast, this ‘feast of 


in- gathering, this feast of fat things, do even now begin 


to appear in the out-pouring of the spirit which has, of 


late years, so remarkably taken place, both in K.urope 
and America? In this view of our subject, means are 
not rendered useless ; but they become doubly import- 
ant. Itis by means, that God brings about all great 
events both in the natural and moral world: And while 
the children of God lift up their heads and rejoice that 
their redemption draweth nigh, they will strive and pray 


and use all appointed means, for the advancement of 


God’s cause ind kingdom in the world. In the morming, 
they will sow their seed and in the evening, not withhold 
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their hand. It has been observed, that religion is of the 
greatest worth, and it is by means that its revival and ex- 
tension among men are to be promoted. Here then 
opens to view.a wide and extensive field for labouring in 
the cause of Christ. ‘This is the design of the Rerici- 
ous Instructor. It aims to diffuse gospel light and 
to be the means, through the divine blessing, of the 
salvation of precious souls. It is fondly heped, that it 
mav be instrumental of exciting many to exert them- 
selves with greater zeal than usual, in building up the 
kingdom of the Redeemer among our churches and 
throughout the world. Interesting consequences are de- 
pending on the manner in which this work is conducted. 

Most of our readers we shall never see, til our mutual 
probation shall have ended and we mect at the bar of 
Almighty God, to answer for our faithful discharge of 
duty and receive our sentence of endless jov or endless 
woe. Osolemn, zflecting thought! We now commend 
the work to God with earnest prayers for our readers, 

beseeching him to grant that our labours may not be in 
vain in the Lord. 

Ep. 
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MEMOIR or trae REV. GEO. PATTRICK, LL. B. 


Late Vicar of Aveley; Foint Lecturer of St. Leonard, Shore- 
ditch, and evening Lecturer of St. Bride’s Fleet-street, 
London. [Jn a Letter to the edttor of the Evangelical Ma- 
gezine, England.] 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


I readily communicate such particulars concerning my 
much-loved friejd as have occurred from personal obser- 
vation, and have been obtained from sources of information 
which are authentic, though on lesser points, such as dates, 
&e. they may not be altogether accurate. ‘This will, how- 
ever, be of no material consequence. My intention be- 
ing to present a faithful out/ine, and not a finished por- 
trait. 

The Reverend George Pattrick was born at Marks Tey 
a small village near Colchester, Essex, and descended of ‘a 
very respectable family. His first destination in life was to 
the practice of an Attorney, and having served his clerk- 
ship at Clockester, he entered on the practice, and was for a 
short period at Dedfam, famous for the ministry of Mr. 
Burkett, the vicar thereof, whose Exposition of the New 
Testament has been extensively circulated, and deservedly 
esteemed. 

At this time, or soon after, he took chambers in the me- 
tropolis ; but having dissipated a eonsiderable part of a mo- 
derate fortune left him by his father, and having little. prac- 
tice in the law, he was induced to change his profession, and 
entered himself as Fellow Commoner, at Sidney College, 
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Cambridge : whence he proceeded, after the usual exercises, 
LL. B. 

Prior to this he had taken holy orders, and became cu- 
rate of Aveler,, Essex, the living of which he afterwards ob- 
tained from the late Bishop Lowth, through the interest of 
Lord Dacre, of Bill Howse, m the parish of Aveley, who 
appointed him his Chaplain, and in whose family and circle 
of acquaintance he almost wholly lived for many years. 
His manners and conversation were such as rendered him 
peculiarly agreeable to the pelite and fashionable world, 
and when eventually he became lost to their society, few 
men have ever been more regretted. Long, however, 
were such connexions a snare to him, and his emancipation 
from the shackles in which they held him was slow and gra- 
dual. 

From the letter of a mutaal and infinite friend I tran- 
ecribe the following extract: “ My acquaintance with him 
commenced, if I remember right, in the year 1786, ata 
period when he had scarcely any other serious friends at least, 
in London. He had been then several years under seri- 
Ous Impressions, but it was still some time longer before 
the religious world had any general knowledge of him. He 
has told me how his views first began. to alter; and 1 think 
it was by the conversation of a female parishoner, who oc- 
easionally went to London, and heard the Kev. Messrs. 
Newton, Foster, Cece, &c. she earnestly recommended to 
him the hearing of them likewise, and his curiosity was ex- 
cited to fulfil ber wishes ; though I remember hearing him 
say, that he kept rt from her that he did so; and always 
affected to rvceive her council with contempt. 

{t pleased God that he did not hear in vain ; and having 
once heard, he heard frequently; he came often to town, 
and at lengih took lodgings, I believe chiefly with a view to 
steal more time from his worldly connexions, and spend it 
unobserved in attending the preaching of the Gospel. Of 
what he heard in the course of the week he always took 
notes, and these, a little enlarged, he usually delivered to 
his own congregation on the Lord’s day following. 

Thus he went on gradually acquiring light and strength, 
until he was appointed Chaplain of Morden College, on 
Blackheath, about the year 1787, through the interest of 
the late Lord Dacre, of Lee, his worthy friend and patron, 
to whom he had been ‘ hap Jain from the decease of his pre- 
decessor in the title, Lord Dacre of Aveley, before mention- 
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His preaching soon attracted a large congregation to the 
College Chapel; and his zeal here flamed out in a manner 
which surprized all who had not previously marked his pro- 
gress. He now opened his house two evenings in the week 
for prayer and exposition of the Scriptures, and atthese ex- 
ercises first initiated himself into the practice of extemporary 
preaching. 

In the year 1789, he married Miss Ferriday, of Madeley 
Salop, his amiable and now afflicted widow, who is left with 
two children to feel their loss, in his eternal gain. 

His residence at Blackheath was not long. ‘Lhe old pen- 
sioners, as well as the officers of the College, were highly 
incensed at the plain dealing they met with. Accustomed to 
think themselves Saints, they abhorred the imputation of 
being treated as Sinners. And it is reported that a curious 
memorial was presented by these self-righteous Pharisees, 
stating, that they had been endeavouring with all their pains 
to seep the commandments, and Mr. Pattrick insisted that 
they had broken them all: nay, that they had been guiltv 
of adultery and murder !—How ignorant is man of the spz- 
rituality of the law, until God enlightens the understanding, 
and renews the heart? 

Drunkenness and immorality might perchance have been 
passed over in our friend, but this was an unpardonable 
crime. The offence of the Cross was such, that the Gover- 
nots dismissed this faithful Micaiah. ‘The loss of this Chap- 
laincy was no ordinary trial. The situation was pleasant, 
the emolument considerable, the post respectable: yet all 
these—houses and lands, did he sacrifice without seeming 
reluctance ; so chearfully had he learnt (and at a time when 
many, through ignorance of his past history, were supposing: 
him to have but just entered into the school of Christ) to 
sujer persecution, affiction and reproach, for the sake of his 
blessed Master. 

‘This transaction made him generally known, and regard- 
ed as he deserved. After his expulsion from the College, 
he settled at Charshalton, Serry, as curate to the Rev. Mr. 
Rose, the present worthy rector of Beckenham: here he re- 
mained for three years, and had much acceptance. 

‘Lendér health, and being subject to the ague, having 
prevented residence on his living; atthe Kev. Mr. Fosters 
invitation he removed to London, tobe his assistant, and so 
continued until Mr. F’s health being established, and th: 
afternoon joint Lecture of St. Leonard, Shoreditch, offered 
him in 1796, to which the Sunday Evening Lecture of Sit. 
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Bride’s was soon added, this respectable connexion was dis« 
solved. 

Our brother was now in the apparent zenith of his useful- 
ness. Tovo large churches crowded from end to end, be- 
sides occasi sgal services at St. John’s, Ely Chapel, Blackfri- 
ars, Lothhuhy, &c. during the otherwise unemployed part 
of the Holw day, rendered him a truly laborious, as well as 
popular minister. His willing and able talents were also fre- 
quently engaged in behalf cf charitable institutions, for 
which he was found a successful pleader. 

But now, that God, whose thoughts are not as our 
thoughts, and whose ways are not as our ways, thought fit to 
remove him from this lower hemisphere to shine in the fir- 


mament of heaven. Before it was known by many that he 


had been ill, tidings came that he was dead: rather that he 


had fallen asleep in Jesus. 


I am therefore now to hasten, (intending only a sketch of 
the deceased) to the last period of his life, in which we shal! 
see his lamp burning bright, in the dark valley of the shadow 
of death. 


«¢ The chamber where the good man meets his fate 
Is privileg’d beyond the common walk 

Of virtuous life : quite in the verge of heav’n.— 

You see the man, you see his hold on heav’n.— 
Heav’n waits not the last mome:t; owns her friends 
On this side death; and points them out to men.” 


It was the custom of our brother to take an annual excur- 
sion, in the course of the summer, into the country, to Yia- 
cdeley, and sometimes the sea-side, for the establishment of 
his health, after his many labours. With this view he left 
town in the Shrewsbury mail, on Tuesday the 26th of Au- 
gust last. For some time he was observed to have been ra- 
ther languid, and in conversation with his domestic servant 
(before it was known he was in danger) she alarmed the wri- 
ter of this article by her apprehensions, as though she had: 
had some presentiment of hts decease. 

From .the time cf his arrival at Madeley he appeared 
much indisposed, and on the following Sabbath (the 31st) 
was so ill that his friends wished him not to venture into 
the pulpit; but he loved his master’s work, and would not 
vield to their entreaties, saying, “I shall forget myse//, 
whilst I am so well engaged.” He preached twice: in the 
morning from the Shuuamite’s son, (1 Kings, xvii.) and in 
the alternoon from those sweet words, now realized by him 
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in all their glory—“ the chiefest among ten thousand.” 
(Canticles, v. 10.) 

From this time his disorder increased; and it may well 
be said his spiritual strength was abundantly renewed. He 
laid aside every temporal concern, and was wholly and deep- 
ly occupied in eternal things. Even when the violence 
of the fever a little disordered his mind, it was plain his 
heart and treasure were in heaven: thither his soul con- 
tinually ascended, and the words he uttered were full of 
God. 

He was much in prayer for the church of God; particu- 
larly for the flock under his care ; that he might meet them 
all at the right hand of (cod at the last great day: for Aim- 
seif, that he might be found without spot: and for his dear 
wofe, whose affectionate distress was too visible not to rend 
his soul with extreme sensibility, that he might be enabled 
to resign her; often blessing God for the help and comfort 
she had been to him, and crying out, “*O Lord help me to 
give her up.—Thou hast all power-—-Thou wilt help.” 

Ne often expressed his satisfaction at being in Madeley, 
as the very place, of all others, where he should wish to end 
his days: and it was evident from the beginning, he ex- 
pected this illness would prove his last. He spoke of death 
as near; and observed at the same time, that his whole de- 
pendance was upon a crucified Savicur, on whom alcne his 
hopes were built as the only sure foundation. fhe felt him- 
self to be the chief of sinners, and lamented his unprofitable- 
ness. “ But oh!” he exclaimed, that open fountain! There 
I rest all my confidence.—-Was it not for that I should have. 
no hope.” 

One time when Mrs. Pattrick was sitting by his bed-side, 
he said with great solemni.y— These are fine words, * i 


“am the resurrection and the life saith the Lord; he that. 


“ believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live ; 
‘and he that liveth and believeth in me, shall never die! 
“ Believest thou this : °” And with great emphasis added, 
« That’s the point.” 

His triends, fearing he exhausted himsclf with too much 
speaking, begged he would compose himself and take some 
rest; but he replied, “ No interruption. I must speak—ihe 
time is expired; if 1 stop the enemy will gain ground.” 
The accuser of the brethren, who knew his time was short, 
did not fail to shoot his darts: .but he took refuge in Jesus, 
and ‘was more than conqueror. 

On Saturday September, 13, he suffered much, had little 
sleep, and was very restless. But then, as throughout the 
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whole of his illness, his patience was exemplary ; notacom- 
plaining word ever escaped his lips; and oor fis soul seem- 
ed more than ever on the wing. 

The few remaining hours of his life below , were mostly 
taken up in prayer and praise; admiring the goodness of 
God towards him ; and exhorting those about him in many 
precious and liv ely, though broken sentences. One time, 
with much earnestness he exclaimed—*“ Lord, shall { dwell 
with thee on Zion’s hill? shall 1, Lord?” Then, praying 
and looking up, he continued. “ Yes, yes, I know [ shall! 
—FBut, is the work done?” He repeated this several times, 
as Ccnigh he longed for a fuller assurance of faith—* Is the 
work done, Lord? Thou must do it thyself! 1 am a poor, 
weak, siriful creature; but if any sin remains in me, take it 
away, take away every spot.” 

At another time he said, “ But Lord, hast thou not said, 
the soul that sinneth it shall die? Yes thou hast. But, the 
blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin, and thou hast cleansed 


me,’ Thenin a holy rapture he repeated, 


** My God, Lam thine, 
** What a comfort divine ! 
** What a blessing to know that my Jesus is mine.” 


Soon after he said, “‘I think I am pretty high upon the 
mount to-day.” 

When he heard the bells ring for church on Sunday (Sept. 
14) he asked what it was? On being informed, he replied 

—‘ How often have I gone up with joy to worship ‘i in the 
assembly of thy saints.” 

About four o’clock in the: afternoon he was seized with a 
convulsion, which did not last long. So soon as he a little 
revived, he began again, with a clear strong voice, more 
pow erfully to address those that were about him.—‘* My 
friends, it is an awful thing to die! O prepare for eternity !” 
He then offered his dying petition for his dear wife and 
children :—** Lord support the widow and fatherless, in eve- 
ry dispensation that may occur!” He was requested by 
Mrs. Ferriday not to exert himself so much, but he answer- 
ed—“ My dear mother, I must. God has given me strength, 
and [ must use it” Soon after, lifting up his hands in an 


ecstacy, and with avoice and manner that cannot be describ- 
ed, he exclaimed, “ God is all in all! Come Lord Jesus, 
now come! I am God's, and God is mine !—-Christ is mine 
—Heaven is mine !—Glory is mine!—Glory, glory be te 
God for ever andever. Amen, and Amen.” 
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He lay quiet a few moments, and then was seized with 
another convulsion, which soon dislodged his immortal spi- 
rit, and landed it in the paradise of God; where 


* Through the rich grace of Him who bled on earth, 
He hears the inexpressive nuptial song, 

In the blest kingdoms meek of joy and love, 
There entertain him all the saints above 

In solemn troop and sweet societies, 

That sing, and, singing, in their glory move, 


And wipe the tears for ever frem his eyes.” 


He departed this life about five o’clock on the Sabbath 
evening, the 14th of September 1809, in about the 54th year 
of his 4ge, and the 30th of his ministry. 

On the Wednesday following, his remains were interred 
in Madeley church, close by the tomb of the Rev. Mr. 
Fletcher, late Vicar thereof; and near the spot, where, six 
years ago, with fervent prayer he laid the foundation stone 
of the new church. 

The solemn providence was improved in several pulpits 
in the metropolis, when his dying experience was read, 
And on Sunday the 5th of October, his funeral sermon 
was preached at St. Leonard’s church, Shoreditch, by the 
Rev. Mr. Williams of High Wycombe. Such was the re- 
spect paid to his memory, that this very spacious building 
was crowded to an overflow long before divine service com- 
menced: it is computed near five thousand persons were 
within the walls, besides hundreds in the church-yard who 
were unable to procure admission. Prayers were read by 
the Vicar ; and the pulpit was hung in black on the ocea- 
sion. 

Intending, as already intimated, only a sketch of the life 
and departure of this truly excellent man, I shall now only 

suggest a few remarks on his character, as aman, a minister, 
and a christian. 

1. Asa man. His feelings were tender and sy mpathetic. 
In his general deportment, .he was ever distinguished by be- 
nevolence, probity, and humanity : and few men seemed more 
likely to dive down that prejudice, which by many is unfor- 
tunately conceived against the ministers of the Gospel.—lIn 
his domestic and familiar habits ; he was an affectionate hus- 
band, an indulgent parent, a kind master, and a warm, ge- 
nerous, and faithful friend. His manners were polished ; 
he had seen much of life, and made the grand tour (as it is 
called) on the continent ; but said little as to either what he 
had heard or seen; before strangers, he had considerable 
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reserve ; with imtimete friends, he was always open, and 
sometiines peculiarly communicative and enlivening 


f his acquirements in literature, I do not prete: nd to cle- 
cide. j'e certuinly had a fine tmagination, and excelled 


in the epistolary stvle of writings But ‘ rether conclude 
that hike many fashionable young men, he never thought 
deeply ; and that his knowle dge was acquired rather from 
experience than trom bocks. 

Atter all, as we have been often told, “The dest of men 
are but men at the best;” and as such, no doubt, he was a 
sul jecc of those failings, ifirmities, and weaknesses, which 
flesh anc blood zs heir to. But as I was ignorant: of them 
myself, [can say nothing aboutthem. ‘ And indeed had I 
been better acquainted with them, that chariiy, without 
which all cur wrtues are said to be nething worth, would 


oblige me to throw a mantle over them all.” 


2. Asa Minester. Eis principles were Calvinistic, and 
such he conceiv: dthe article ‘s of the Church of & ngland to be ; 
but he was by no means whatis called AzeA in the doctrines, 
and ne ver made them the sum and substance of his preach- 
ine; when thev occurred, they were fairly stated, and always 
practically applied. In this, as well as in his ideas of church 
geve nment, though fixed himsclf, he had the utmost libe- 
rality towards others. And while he eufoiced “the whole 
ceun il of God” with great faithtuh ess and energy, he did it 
In a way tending more to conciliate than confound. Instead 
oi driving the vicious and profane from his presence, he ra- 
ther intreated them to stay and be reformed. Excepting in 
the power and strength cf bis voice, he was more of a Sar- 
nabas thon a Boaners Se 

‘Lhough the voice of our friend had little modulation, and 
was viuated by a foreign accent, he had ur fortunately con- 
tracted, and wae h rendcred the provunciation of some 
words very gratmg to e is nicely tuned to harmony, it was 
alwavs solemn general - commanding, and often remarka- 
Diy impressive. ihe os sest churches were filled! y him 
with ap parent ease; and what exceeded, avd was of much 
g'eater importance. he preached with a divine unction from 
above, and the word came with * power and demonstration 
of the Spirit of God.” 

No wonder, with such grace and gifts, that his popularity 
was great, and that he stood in the foremost rank as a preach- 
erotthe Gospel But truth, which is superior to friendship 
compels me to observe, thit in his peculiar method of dis- 
cussion, he was rather to be admired than imitated. It must 
be confessed, that at times he was rather superficial than so- 
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lid. The Jucidus ordo was not always evident; and that in- 
valuable maxim, qui bene distinguit, bene docet, was torgot- 
ien. it is just toadd, this arose principally from the fre of 
a lively imagination, and a too great love of allegory and 
spiritualizing, which led his better judgment captive. 

[ have heard our dear brother candidly confess his error in 
this respect. And of late, if his discourses were less fanci- 
ful, they were proportiogably more judicious.* 

3. Asa Christian. Mr Pattrick was both a burning and 
a shining light, and was a living lecture to all around. He 
was eminently a man of prayer, and far cxceeeded ordinary 
Christians in this respect. At a time, when of the tew who 
knew him, some thought very slightly of his religion, he had 
a man servant who seemed very seriously di: Pose d, aad wiih 
whom he constuatly prayed, and read ihe scriptures daily. 
And when he settled at* Morden College, previous to his 
marriage, he daily set apart some time for religious conter- 
ence and prayer, with anaged domestic, whom he employed 
as his. housekeener, 

He was peculiariy favoured with the talent of administer- 
ing consolation, advice, and reproof. ‘ihose who * in need, 
sorrow, sickness, or other adversity,” had once been visit- 
ed by him, were ever anxious of seeing him again under 
similar circumstances; and few of them but gave him the 


* I have been particular on this point, for the benefit ofiny 
younger brethren in the minisiry, many of whom seem to be 
adopting, and recommending a fitisy, rambiing, lazy kind 
of preaching.— Satisfied with what muy be said fram ihe ana- 
logy of faith, rather than what is to ve said from the text ; 
and thus subjects are skimmed, 
discussed; sound is substituted for seuse ; the mast awful 
place in the werid is made a scene oI aginusement 3 a stile aps 
proaching to the burl Sque suppites sound speech nol io ve 
conde seeeil 3 the dig “nitiy of the pey tas depased; ihe teasie of 
hearers ws gradua: ly vitzaied; and what is worse, and shock 
7g 10 reluic, this Crudis et ind iges sta MOles, Wis Cars, 
without form and void, is cried up, under she, peetanay 100, 
vj superior assistances from the Holy spores 

LT have seen a small book of prayers, which, theueh it has 
7g name, bears wuidsuibted internal evidence of being the waik 
of the deceased, dhis, aid his Seriion preacned Lice. 4, 
1795, at St. Leonard’s, are ali his priuted worrs thu J have 
met with. But his friends ape se to publish a volume of 


‘ f si . } 2 ds J a 
Not JatNONEE ; pi OPesed, NG 


rv 


~ 


i 














~— = 
Sipgieeeeeinn ee 





99 THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR. 


preference, in these situations, to every other minister of 
their acquaintance. 

In reproving his friends (and some very delicate instances 
have come within the personal knowledge of the writer of 
this article) he gave this best and most irksome proof of 
friendship, from which most people desire to be excused, and 
blended such suavity of manners with integrity of design, 
that his reproofs were truly most excellent oil: however 
smitten, none could reasonably be offended. 

A triend who knew him well adds—*“ i have known him 
fourteen years; and I have never known a man of a more 
lowly mind, and less elevated to any undue estimution of 
himself by the regard in which he was holden by others. 
Neither have I ever known any man or minister who more 
adorned the Gospel in all the relative situatiors of social and 
domestic life.” 

To so decisive and respectable a testimony as this, nothing 
need be added ; especially as 1 must have exceeded the usu- 
al limit on these occasions. 1 only subjoin, 


*¢ I loved him much, but now I love him more 

Like birds whose beauties languish, half conccaled, 
*Till mou: ted on the wing, their glossy plumes 

I xpanding shine-——— 

How blessiigs brightens when they take their flight ! 


Requesting your candid indulgence to this imperfect and 

hasty sketch, I remain, dear Sir, 

Yours, very aficctionately, 
KEK 


———-> > Emme —-—- 


CuarActTers of a Reticion which has Gow for ite 
AUTHOR. 


[From Picket’s Discourses, translated from the French by 


the Rev. A. Bruce, Whitburn, and lately published. | 


1. It ought to exhibit the most perfect Idea of God which 
can be conceived, and attribute to him no sort of imperfec- 
tron, or what is acknowledged to be such: for good sense 
dictates, that a religion which hath God for its author, 
ought tu represent him such as he is; and secing he is a 
being infinitely perfect, it ought to describe him to us in this 
inght. ; 
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Characters of the True Relivion. 


2. 1t must ordain nothing but what is holy ; and must pre- 
scribe the practice of all goodness ; it must stand in opposi- 
tion to all our vices, and all our passions in which there is 
any irregularity: For if it favour vice in the smal'est de- 
gree, it cannot be the production of the most holy of all be- 
ings, of him who is holiness itself. 

3. It ought to discover to us, with clearness and pre- 
cision, what it highly becomes us to Enow ; such as what 
we are by nature; what we ought to be, that we may be 
pleasing to the Deity ; and what we shall become after our 
death. For none but Go alone can rightly inform us of 
these truths. 

4. It ought to debase man utterly before God, and exalt 
God infinitely above man; for this is the natural order’ of 
things: as also it ought to place man in an absolute depend; 
ence upon God, and direct us to consider God as the sove- 
reign Lord of all things. 

5. ‘here should be‘an entire and wonderful agreement be- 
tween all the parts of that religion, without any inconsistency 
or contradiction. For otherwise God, who cannot possibly 
be contrary to himselt, cannot be its author. | 

6. ‘here should be a striking agreement betwixt that and 
the first notions, or the natural knowledge impressed on the 
heart of all men: for as it is God who hath implanted that 
knowledge, he cannot contradict himself. 

7. Nothing should be contained in this religion but what a 
conscience that is not erroneous must approve; nothing 
should be promised therein but what such a conscience de- 
sires: for this marvelious congruity of the maxims of this 
religion with conscience, will be an evident proot that it has 
for its author the author of conscience. 

8. It ought to satisfy all our real wants and necessities ; 
for none but God understands these fully, or can remedy 
them. 

9. It is necessary that it refer allto the glory of God, and 
lead us always to that supreme being. 

10. in fine, it must not only bring us to the knowledge 
of the manner in which we have offended him, but also point 
out the true way of reconciliation with him, and of procur- 
ing us his favour and protection. 

if this religion be further supported hy miracles, cer- 
tainly none can avoid confessing that it must be truly di- 
vine. 
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The above CHARACTERS applied tothe Curisttan Re- 
LiGION, by the same. 

When we reflect on the marks which we have given of 
the true religion, we may perceive at first view, that the 
Christian religion hath all the characters of a religion that is 
divine. : 

1. Is it possib) le to give a grander idea of God than that 
which itexhivits? It represents him to us asa spirit pure and 
infinite, as a being infinitely simple, who exists through ail, 
who sees all that is concealed in the abyss of ages to come, 
whois immutable, and above all the revolutions of time, who 
is only wise and ouly good, who doth whatever is his pleasure, 
who needs only to will, and the thing that he wills is done ; 
whose power extends to ncthing itseif, whose justice is inex- 
orable against sin, whose compassions are infinite with regard 
to sinners repenting, and whose word is more firm than hea- 
ven and earth. 

2. Is it possible to give precepts more holy than those 
which the gospel contains? It not only would have us to ab- 
stain from ail appearances ef evil, but also to practice good- 
ness in the highest degree to which creatures can possibly at- 
tain: teaching us to renounce ourse!ves,—love our eaemies, 
—lay down «ur life for our brethren,—and that we should 
be perfect as God is perfect. 

3. Can more pow erful motives to engage unto holiness be 
proposed to men?—more excellent examples, greater and 
more precious promises, or more tertile threatenings : ‘ 

4. May we not find in the Christian religion that which 
mca most arxiousiy desire to know tor the repose of their 
conscience ‘There we learn how the worlds were made, 
how sin hath entered ito the worid by one man and dexih by 
sing and what God hath done to secure us from that con- 
demnation which we have merited. Would you know what 
shall becume of the souls of the just afer their death! It 
informs us, that they shall be carried to the bosom of Abra- 
ham, and into a house eternal in the heavens, there to be 
with Jesus Christ ; while the spirits of the wicked shail de- 
scend into hell, where there is a worm which dieth not, and 
a fire which is not quenched. Would you know, further, 
what shall become ot the bodies which are consigned to the 
tomb? the gospel teaches us, that the hour cometh when 
those who are in their graves shail hear the voice of the 
Son of God; some unto the resurrection of life, some uute 
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the resurrection of condemnation ; and t that all shall appear 
before the judgment-seat of Christ:—that in heaven the 
tust shall enjoy infinite happiness, that they shall be glori- 


fied with’ Christ, reign with him, ‘said he filled with all the 


fuliness of God: whereas in heil the wicked shall suiler in 
conceivable torments. 

5. Can any thing tend to abase man more than the Chris- 
tian religion doth? It represents him as a wretched slave, 
as one dead in his trespasses and sins, as incapable of think- 
ing one good —— of himself, and as putrifying and 
stinking in the temb of his vices: It declares that he must 
be created again, as if he had not a bems: that he is bern 
in sin, filled altogether with corrupt inclinations and evil de- 
sires and that alli his evils come from himself. 

6. Is it possible to exalt God above creatures more than 
it doth? It testifies, that in him -ve live, move, and have 
our heing ; - that all creatures are in his hand as a mass of 
clay in the hand of a potter, which he forms and fashions 
according to his will: and that all things are of him, and 
io him, and through him, who is God over ail blessed for 
ever. 

7. All the parts of this religion marvellously harmonize 
together: and whatis still more admirable, it fully and per- 
fectly accords with the religion of the ancient Jews, which 
shows that ihe same spirit which dictated the law ot Moses, 
and inspired the prophets, hath dictated the gospel, and in- 
spired the apostles. 

There is nothing in this religion which is contrary to 
the natural noticns which God hath imprinted on the hearts 


ef all men; for we shall shew in its proper place, that the 
miysteries which appear contrary to reason are not so in re- 
ity and we must be convinced, that the greater P irt of 


‘he truths which this religion teaches us gre most conivrm to 
reason. 

¢. ‘j here is an exact prognrsee between the truths of the 
Christian religion and the conscience of man. It aflirms 
and enjoins nothing but what conscience must approve. It 
allows nothing but what conscience desire It delivers no 
tnreatenings but as to things which conscience fears. It ap- 
plies no reproofs or.exhortations which conscience fi rds not 
to be just. Therefore it has for its author «e e auihor of con- 
science. 

10. it satisfies all the real wants of the soul ; it enlightens, 
it sanctifies, it comforts, it stren ghtens us, and fills us with 


joy; it produces true conteniment otf mind, and c alms ail 


the agitations of our consciences. If the | 
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fear the justice of God, it assures him that divine justice 
was satisfied by the Son of God himself. If his sins fill him 
with consternation, it informs him, that they are expiated 
by the blood of the Lamb of God. If he apprehend the ac- 
cusations of the devil, it enables him to say, “* Who shall! 
lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God who 
justifieth.” It makes him even to raise his voice, to sing 
these triumphant strains, “ Who» shall separate us from the 
love of God? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nay: I am 
persuaded, that neither death nor life, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things tocome, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 

It comiorts us in all the miseries and afflictions of this 
life, by instructing us, that the afflictions which God sends 
are the chastisements of a father, by which he recovers us 
from our wanderings, that God will still afford strength to 
bear them, that they cannot be of long duration, and that 
they are not comparable with the glory prepared for us. It 
animates and fortifies against the fears of death, by teaching 
us, that death is the gate of heaven to the faithful, and that 
it is orly dreadful to the impenitent; that it will unite the 
elect to God, the author of their being and felicity, and that 
nothing shall ever separate them from him again: in fine, 
that if death lay our bodies in the dust, they shall arise 
again from it gloriously, when that which is mortal and 
corruptible shall arise incorruptible and immortal. 

1. if alto leads us to God in all that it teaches ; and obli- 

ges us to glorify him by all our actions, words, and thoughts. 
It directs us to regard him as the sovereign master of the 
world, as the first truth, as our great legislator, as the arbi- 
ter of all events, as the source and author of all blessings, as 
the judge of men and angels, as the last end of all things, 
and as our supreme good. 

12. It discovers the way God hath found out in his wis- 
dom to reconcile us to himself, namely, the death of his Son, la 
who hath suffered what was our desert, and who hath ap- y 
peased his anger. 

13. In fine, it teaches us the manner wherein we are to 
endeavour to rereer the Deity propitious, by having recourse 
to that dear Son by our faith, by abiding in communion 
with him, by renouncing our sins, and living as he enjoins 
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us*, Can any refrain from acknowledging such a rehgion 
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I write at last, my dear triend, from this ayreeable soli- 
tude: Ihe meadows and gardens ; the thick yloom of the 
trees ; the dashing of the cascade; ail these objects, so un- 
usual to me, give an agreeable sort of melancholy to the 
mind. 

Among different scenes, and very different company, my 
fair correspondent, of choice, passes her days. 

At one period she receives company; at another she is 
dressing for the opera. One hour she listens to the jest of 
some petit maitre; and the next, to the vivacity of her fe- 
male visitants. When she lies down to rest, her thoughts 
are engrossed,—all engrosse zal 4 plays, routs, concerts, 
gaming-tables, &c. It is no wonder if the devotions of the 
evening are neglected, or at least performed in a slight and 
careless manner. 

Could my Celia have imagined, twelve months since, that 
I should have sent her such a letter? But I have not now 
taken up the pen in a vein of raillery. Lam of late grown 
more than ordinarily contemplative. Muchet my past time 
has been spent, it must he ‘acknowledged with regret, in 

cissipation and false pleasure. 1 am now resolved, with the 
aseiatence of divine wisdom, to act like a being endowed 
with rational faculties, and Sana an live for ever. I peruse 
with the greatest diligence, night and day, the sacred writ- 
ingsand um quite enamoured with the excellence of the pre- 

cepts contain ed in them, and with the idea they give, ofour 
Creator, placmales and Redeemer. 

Ye gay companicns of my former life! your vanities, ye 
may be assured, will very spet edily vanish, like the dew of 
the mornin. wi hy will ye persist in your perilous course? 


“ © ’ S . 7 . . . 
E The author's manrer ¢ i fex Pression fere is inaccurate ; as 


he had to/d us befare the only mean of rene fering the Deity 
propitious, that cannot be needful asecend time, nor be effect 
ed by other means. Civons).) 
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“ though the years draw nigh ees ye shall have no plea- 
eure 4 them, and the days when the keepers of the house 
shall tremble, end the strorg men bow themselves, When 
the mourners shall traverse the streets, when the dust shall 
return to its native dust, and the spint to God who gave 
i.” Phe knell often announces the demise of your Intimate 
friend and neighbour, but you hear it-void of sensibility cf 
heart. 

Dearest Celia, the retrospect of a life spent in gaiety and 
amusement, will afford no complacence, no serenity, en the 
bed of death ; but the retrospect of alife spent in the service 
of God, in the exercises of pvre and undefiled religion, wiil 
be most delightful, even at that awful crisis. ‘Lhe hour is 
come,—the believer may then say, the hour I have so ar- 
dently expected. [have learned to acquiesce in every Gis- 
posal of supreme love. What is persecution, or exile, or 
even death itse!f, to the Christian? What are the best de- 
lights of life? Mere anxiety and vexation. But the delights 
of futurity have no diminution, and are such as I cannot, 
in the present mode of existence, form any competent idea 
of. O blessed Lord Jesus! most benevolent Saviour! thou 
hast disarmed death of his arrows, and made it eternal gain 
to die! 

But I have already said enough at this time ; I will there- 
fore conclude. * May my Celia “be persuaded to steal from 
the giddy multity de, and enjoy that best of converse which 
fallible and weak-sighted human beings are too apt to ne- 
glect or despise,—-converse with her own heart, and with 
her God. Hence she will learn humility, prudence, grati- 
tude, and love. Nav all her devotions _ 5 agree pe be 
mere acceptable than incense trom the altar, to that Power 
who is ever willing to hear and fulfil the desires of his genu- 
ine children. 

I am, 
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MELIGICUS Enucagion of CHILDREN. 


t toke the liberty of suggesting a few observations on the 
means of impressing the mimds of children with the impor 
tant truth of our holy religion, and bringing them to an ear 
ly acquaintance with its sanctifying influence. 
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Though a pious education is not universally successful, 
in bringing children into a truly religious state ; yet it is un- 
doubtedly appointed by God for this end, and is perhaps 
more frequently attended with success than any other means 
of grace. 

Education may be comprised under these three he: am Sy 
discipline, instruction, and example. “ihese must all co 
cur, and be agreeable to the word of God, in order to 
form what is comprehended under the idea of Christian 
Education. 

Children are the proper subjecis of DiscrpLine, before 
they are capable of much instruction ; and a system of dis- 
cipline ought to commence as soon as ever they are able to 
discern between good and evil. Tiis branch cf education 
is of more consequence than parents in gene ral are uware of, 
We shall see its importance 1i we consider the nature of true 
religion, aud the ideas which a child forms in infancy of the 

auihority of his parents. 

‘Lrue religic n consists 10 choosing the will of God in pre- 
ference to our own. His authority is absolute. It should 
silence all our perverse reasonings, and obtain from us an 
implicit obedience. Andasa parent isto his child in God’s 
stead, he ought to require from the child an entire submis- 
sion to his authority. 

A child naturally conceives the authority of his parent to be 
absolute ; and if a proper discipli: re ismaintuned, this branch 
of education will be a handmai aid to religion. Let ob- 


ject be changed, and filial obedience beccraes piety. 


All the commands cf a parent should be reasonadle; and 
2S the understanding of the child advances, their penpaiaihiis 
ness should be heer manage but implicit submission must ve 
enforced long before the reas-n of the command can be un- 
derstood. 

We may easily discover, that children aie perpetuatly en- 
deavoring to break througa the absolute authority vi (hei 
parents. ‘Dhis is attempted with am: azing Sagacity even in 
early Infancy. Chiidrea will sometimes disobey in die most 
trifling circumstances, in hepe that the parent will acc think 
it worth the trouble to persevere im requiring o»ecience, 
‘Vhey will endeavor by some humorous wick io disarm the 
displeasure of a parent, when they see him serious in require 
ing obedience. They will seize the opporiuniky wleca the 
parent 1s engaged with company, or wich some close cuploy- 
ment, tu evade obedience to a command, which they Know 


would be enforced if the parent was more wi icisure to pay 


attention to their conduct, fin tnese, and similar mstailces, 
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parents should be upon their guard, and never suffer their 
children to break a known command by any devise or artifice 
whatever. 

‘Lhat discipline may be effectual, it must be sieady, A child 
will soon discover, whether the commands of the parent de- 
pend, upon his homour, or his principle. Commands urged 
merely ‘becans se the parent iS angry, will harden tie heart of 
a child, instead of producing a spirit of obedience. We too 
often see the authority of a parent directed by eaprice. Al- 
ternate fits of indulgence and severity occupy, in too many in- 
stances, the greatest share of arg! government. Sach con- 
duct is completely destructive of christiaa discipline. 

Discipline must not only be steady, but gentle. Com- 
mands that appear to fiow from love naturally dispose the 
child to obey. A child sees no hope of escaping from a 
system of discipline, that seems to arise from the tenderness 
of a parent. ‘ihe harshness of a commandis generally more 
grievous to achxd than the thing commanded. Displeasure 
in the parent shouid only be excited by wilful disobedience ; 
and should rise in proportion to the contempt of authority. 

When the understanding of a child is sufficiently matured, 
the Christian parent should shew, that in the commands 
which he gives, he himself is subject to a higher authority. 
If the conduct of a parent is formed upon this principle, he 
will be ready to grant indulgence where that is not inconsist- 
ent with the commands of God. And whena child is con- 
vinced, by the uniform conduct of the parent, that restraints 
are not the effect of caprice, er want of aiieation ; : discipline 
loses all its galling effects, and becomes truly subservient to 
holiness and happiness. 

As soon as a child is cupalile of understanding the nature of 
God’s law, religious issTRUC TION should keep pace with 
discipline. It must net, hoy wever, be confined to stated 
times, as in the oudimary branches of learning, but it must 
also occupy a considerable share jn the commen conversa- 

tion of the parent. This is the method which divine wis- 
dom has appointed for parental instruction. Thou shalt 
teach them diltvently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou Lest down, and when thou rasest 
uUp—Deut. vi. 7. 

It is scarcely neces sary to observe, that children saculd 
fist oe taught the plainest truths of rel legion ; which, imdeed, 
they are capable of underst: anding at a very early period. 
The vy can comprehen d,as well esthe most acute philosopher, 
that God created a’! cnings ; that he isin eve ry place, though 
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we cannot see him; that he sees all our actions, and knows 
all our thoughts ; and that he ‘ill bring every work into 
judgment. 

But the scheme of religious instruction must not rest heré. 
—The whole system of evangelical truth is not «bove the 
comprehension of children, if it be laid before them in plain 
language, and a familiar manner. “The vehicie which con- 
veys instruction to their minds in the most plessing and im- 
pressive form, is the History of the Bivle. ‘The facis re- 
corded in books of the Old and New Testament are so 
striking, that we often see children extremely desirous of 
hearing them repeated, when a repetition of mere mor: il pre- 
cepts would prove wearisome. 

From this history the principal doctrines of Christianity 
may be collected, as they are therein exemplified. We see in 
the conduct of the Almighty towards his creatures, the most 
affecting instances of his power, his justice, and his mercy. 
In this history appears the original purity of man, and his 
apostacy from God. The degenerate state of the human 
heart is marked throughout the Bible in the strongest cha- 
racters: and the necessity of holiness, in order to the enjoy- 
ment of God, is clearly displayed. The method whereby alone 
we can obtain pardon of sin, and be restored to the divine 
favor, is illustrated by the whole series.of the Jew ish econo- 
my, and the repeated details of our Saviour’s sufferings. 
A parent, who 1s able to make a plain and judicious com-~ 
ment on these recorded facts, enjoys the surest means 
(through divine grace) of impressing evangelical truths upon 
the minds of his children. 

A spiritual exposition of the moral law should always ac- 
company the history of redemption, as an enlightened con-* 
science must lead us to sincere self-comdemnation, before 
the offers of mercy made in the gospel can be truly valued 
and accepted. 

The dostrines of christianity, being all of a practical na- 
‘ure, requiring of us corresponding affections aod conduct, 
= practical application should always attend the sysiem of 
religion. 


It is a prudent measure in parents to keep out of sight the 


various controversies, which have nahiaigiild taken place 
amongst the .sincere disciples of Christ—The conduct of 
the great Creator and Governor of the world towards his 
creatures, though founded on perfect righteousness, Is in 
many respects to us inscrutable. Ye t throve! n this cloud the 
goodness and grace of the Almighty shine forth with such 
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bright beams, as are sufficient to enlighten the understan‘ling, 
and warm the heart of every true believer. 

Children should be taught to hear and read the word of 
God with the most profound reverence; and to be content 
with such knowledge as removes all doubt with respect to 
their own duty. 

As God has been pleased to manifest himself to us iu the 
person of Jesus Christ, the history of the Redeemer should 
be inculcated upon the minds of children in the most forcible 
manncr. ‘Lhe discourses, the actions, and sufferings of 
Christ, should be impressed by a frequent and minute de- 
tal; nor should his present imicrcession for us ever be for- 
yotten. 

I have already observed, that religious instruction ought 
to make a part of the familiar conversatioa of a Christian pa- 
rent; yetthe appropriation of certain seasons for this impor- 
tint work remains indik spensably necessary. Amongst other 
ne benefits which the institution of the sabbertt offers, 

hat of affording the most suitable opportunity for private in- 

struction is not the least. When we are detached in this sacred 
season, from worldly considerations and employments, the 
minds ‘of parents and children are then in the best state ok 
prepe ration for giving and receiving the knowledge of those 
things that appertain ‘to our salvation. 

But at whatever time, and in whatever manner, oyray S 
instruction is given, the greatest care mate be taken to 1m 

press such sentiments on the minds of children as are in cx- 
act conlormity to the word ot God. Weare more aptto form 
ach ideas of the Supreme Being as are dictated by self-love, 
than implicitly to receive the declarations of the Bible re- 
epecting the character of God. In ils sacred book we have 
“4 history of the conduct of the Almighty towards his crea- 
UES, wader a variety of circumstances, and from these his- 
rical f; cis, aS W cll as from express declarations, our notions 
of the divine character should originate. It is of the utmos 
nseqpe nee, that children shouid be taught to draw th eir 
is of God from the declarations and historical facts of the 
Bible, for without this foundation laid in the mind, their 
hole system of religion must be erroneous. 

Wish the scriptural character of God are iatimatcly con- 
wected the purity ef the divine law, the method of sal vutioi 
by a mediator, and the necessity of personal holiness. The 
instructions which are given to children should always keep 
those fundamental truths in view: for without a deep sense 
oi these ae. s, Our knowledge must be superficial, and our 

seTy ice fo vimal. 





= 








aie rome Bhi in, 





a a TN 








—4 + rt, rats 43 A? ing larg te 
On th) e Relig F10US Auvledlbiirve / sin o | 


Children should be taught, as soon as they become capa- 


ble of reflection, to aun to the workines of their own 


minds; that they miy discover the deceitiuiness of their 
hearts, and become th: roughly acquaintes d with th ir inbred 
corruption. Christ is precious to those only who know their 
own vileness; and the influences of the NHolv Sp 
earnestly sought by those alone, who are deeply 
their own de pravity, and moral ina)uilitv. 
Christian education will still be imperfect, unless to pious 
instruction there be added the pious rxampLr. of the parent. 
Chiidren are acute in disc ourlsg any devi nie irom thos 
precepts which are enforced upon them. They kicp a 
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onscious of 


watchful eye upon the conduct of their parents; and are 
glad to discover any thing that can yprove an argument in fa- 
vor of relaxation in their own obedience. On the contrary 


a constant visible regard in the parent to the comma nds of 
God, which he is daily enfo ring, tends to make the most 


ike 
powerful impression on the minds of his children, and to 
remove all doubt of the rectitude 6f the instructions which 
they receive. 

I have already observed, that one great benefit which we 
derive from the institution of the sabbath, is that of affording 
time for more ample instruction than can, in many situations, 
be obtained on the days of labor. I would here remark, that 
a conscientious regard in the parent to the sacrediaess of this 
holy season, is of great importance in a system of religious 
education.—Let all worldly and trifling conversation be 
avoided on this day, that the Lnpressions made en the pub- 
lic or family exercises of religion may not be obliterated by a 4 
carelessness to improve the intervals of religious service. 

Children are not ignorant of the truth of that divine apho - 
rem, Out of the idecatbinch of the heart the mouth speaketh : 

‘will they be easily persuaded that religious tr uths make 
“cep Impressions on the minds of their parents, when pothing 

» heard that can direct the mind to eternal objects, except at 
the stated hours of instruction. And as God has express!y 
forbidden us to speak our own words on the sabbath, an cs- 
ample of conformity to this gracious command should | 
s! iown by cvery master of a family, whose peculiar office it 

s to direct the subj jects of discourse to those 
his presence, and under his care. 

The influence of example should make pirents extre-ne! 
cautious jin the choice of companions for their chidres 
With this view those schools should be chosen where plot 
example may be added ta religious instruction and us 
learning. 
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he company to which children are introduced in other 


places shculd be such as shall have no tendency to make 
inem slight the religious instructions of their parents and 


masters. 
This great object should also be kept in view in the choice 
of situation for the trade or profession to which they are 
ducaced ; as the highest interest of a child ought to wl the 
first place i our regard. But my design is not to writea 
system cf education, a subject too copious for an _—; in 


your miscellany, and too complex for my abilities. 4 wish 


wcrely tothrow out a few hints, and such as have been sug- 
gested by the experience of « parent. 

i must not, however, conclude these hints without remind- 
ing the Chistian parent, that to all his endeavors (be they 
cver so judicious) must be added constant prayer for the in- 
‘uuence cf the tioly Spirit, without which true religion will 
vever be implanted in the minds of his children.—-Though 

‘aul should plant, and Apollos water, without the influence 
* divine grace no fruits of righteousness will appear; for 
i: 1s God that giveth the increase. But we have the strong- 
est reason to hope for this blessing, whilst diligently, and with 
21) humbie dependance on his grace, we use the means which 
Ged hath appointed. PATER. 


(Ch. Observer. 
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Lxtract of a letter from a Clergyman in Massachusetts, dated 
Falmouth, May 15th, 1810. 

Since the awakening began here, it is believed that as 
many as four thousand im this vicinity of towns, have been 
brought out of darkness into God’s marvellous light. In 
the county of Worcester, in ten or twelve towns, the work 
of the Lord is gluriously prevailing. Salem, near Boston, 
is visited at this time, with a day of the Redeemer’s power, 
und also anumber of towns not far distant. Seasons of fast. 
ing and prayer have been wonderfully blessed, to the ani- 
mation of Christians and for the awakening of the careless 
and secure. Aged and experienced ministers in this region, 
are impressed with the idea, that, in the course of a few 
years, there will be great@r awakenings, than have beea 
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heretofore realized. Pious people here are improving 1¢- 
quent opportunities for special prayer. In almost every 
town in this region, there is a female society, who meet at 
stated seasons, tor prayer. 





(From THE ADVISER.) 


Revival of Religion in Shoreham, Vt 
SHOREHAM, May 14, 1810. 


Messrs. Editors, 

With the design of comforting the hearts of Zion’s friends, 
and glorifying the God of salvation, I send you for publication 
some account of the late wonderful revival of religion in this 
place. 

Being myself at Middlebury on the week before thanks- 
giving, in December 1809, and attending several religious 
mectings there, my own mind was somewhat deeply imprese 
sed with a sense of the situation of the church and people 
of Shoreham. Having while at Middlebury collected some 
particulars of the work there, and among other things the 
extraordinary resolution and conduct of the young lady, 
(mentioned by Mr. Merriil in his account of the rev ival 
there published in the March Magazine) which I had then 
heard from her own mouth, together with the happy effect 
and consequence thereof, 1 drew up a resolution, as I was 
riding to Shoreham on Saturday, to make a number of ap. 
pointments the next week for conference, especially for 
young people. Accordingly, on the sabbath following, ax 
the close of public worship, I informed the people of the 
work of the Lord in Middlebury, and appointed five even- 
ing meetings that week, in different parts of the town, for 
the purpose of giving them a particular account of the won- 
ders the Lord was doing there, especially among the youth. 
I invited the young people in particular to attend; and 
among the rest appointed a meeting on the evening of thanks- 
giving day near the middle of the town, and invited as ma- 
ny of the young people as could to attend and keep the even- 
ing with me jn praising the Lord. ‘Lhe first of these ap- 
pointed mectings was held on Sabbath evening in the easter- 
ly part of the town. A large number of young people, and 
others assembled, and upon giving them a history of the woik 
at Middlebury, and a subsequent exhortation from seve- 
ral christian brethren, the minds of many appeared to be deep- 


ly impressed. The recital of theresolution and conduct of 
Vor. I. i. 
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the voung lady referred to above, very sensibly affected the 
youth, as it also did in every other meeting through the 
week. ‘The next meetirg was on Monday evening in the 
north-west part of the town. Here also, there was a large 
colleciicn of both middle aged and youth, and now the work: 
began very visibly to appear. Four persons, heads of fa- 
milies, and of respectability as members of society, of about 
middle age, came forward; confessed their former sinful 
neglect of religion; manifested a full sense of the great im- 
portance ef it, their resolution in future to attend to it; and 
exhorted others to set out with them. This appeared to have 
avery sensible effect, upoa almost the whol« assembly ; as 
it was not before known, unless to a very few, that they had 
any thing special upon their minds. 

Another very extraordinary circumstance took place at 
this meeting, though it was not then made public. A young 
min was present, who had been the first mover of a ball for 
the evening of thanksgiving day, and was the principal mana- 
ger to prepare and arrange things for it. He had attended 
public worship at the meeting-house the sabbath before, for 
no other purpose, but to consult with other young people and 
make arrangements for the ball, as he himself afterwards pub- 
licly acknowledged. He spent the intermission on the sab- 
bath upon that business, and when he heard the several ap- 
poimtments made at the close of public worship, he immedi- 
ately concluded that | had heard of the ball, and had taken 
this method to break it up; herein however he mistook, for 
I knew nothing of the ball at this time; but being fully re- 
solved in his own mind, net to be interrupted, he came to 
the meeting on Monday evening tor the purpose of making 
further arrangements tor the ball; but here it pleased a so- 
vereiga and merciful Jehovah so to awaken and call up his 
attention to the great things of religion, that, instead of pro- 
secuting his design, as soun as the meeting was dismissed, 
he hastened away, lest some of his associates should mention 
the ball to him, which he could not now bear to hear of. 
He however kept his ‘eelings to himself till towards the 
close of thanksgiving day, when he waited on the person 
whori he was to accompany to the ball, and acauainted her 
with the alteration in his mind, and told her that he was de- 
termined to go to the evening conference. This unexpected 
change in him, very deeply impressed her mind also, and 
she immediately resolved to attend the meeting herself. And 
although the riding was very bad, the night dark, and the 


distance they had to travel about three miles, while on the 
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other hand half a mile would have brought themi to the ball 
chamber, with most of their voung comp: anions, vet I hat the 
happiness to find them both at our evening conference, and 
to hear the young gentleman, at an early stage of the meet- 
ing, relate the whole matter, and much more particularly 
than what [ have here done, to the astonishment and agreeable 
surprise of the assembiy, ‘ako in general knew nothing of 
the matter until they heard itnow from hisownmouh. The 
minds of the vouth, and indeed of all present, appeared to 
- deeply affected. This was such a thanksgiving evening 
I believe, was never before celebrated in Shoreham. 
Saints rejoiced, and sinners hegan to tremble; and from 
this solemn and rejoicing night the work began to spread 
and increase rapidiy among the people b: xh young and old. 
I must in this place further add, that sever al young people 
who attended the ball, were far from enjoying a merry meet- 
ing. ‘Their mirth was, by the grace of God, tured to 
mourning. Deep convictions soon followed, and some were 
soon hopefully converted. Conferences now became irequent. 
‘Lhey were held almost every night in the week, in so.ne on 
other part of the town, aud often three or four ina night. 
And notwithstanding the weather was generally unfavorable, 
and the travelling most of the time very bad, yet such was 
the throng of people, who attended, that it was with cificul- 
ty that they could be accommodated ia any too of the largest 
rooms that could be found. Although we often opehed con- 
ference by six o’clock, yetit was many immes difficult to close 
el ten, there were many, who were deeply impressed to 
come forward and tell what the Lord hid done tor them: 
or who, in distress and anguish ef soul, wanted to relate 
their exercises and ask the prayers and counsel of Gorl’s peo. 
ple. And often those, who had not _— an wi comiort, bad 
such a sense of their own and others dar , that ihev were 
constrained to warn their fellow sinoers; a call they s soime lines 
did it in so moving a manner, as was a mean Of awakening 
the stupid and careless. 

I shail now return to give some account of the Churci 
and the happy settiement of their difficulties. This weex. 
ihat 1s, thanksgiving week, on Saturday, the Church had a 
meeting on the subject of their dificult ies. Dhere appeared 
some more favoravie tokens. hey agreed to set apirt a 
day the next week for a and prayer. Public notice 
was given of iton the Sabbath, and the congregati: m lavite 
to attend and unite with the church, as many “at em did 
And we have reason to believe that the Lord made Bee | ih 
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the midst, and heard and answered the prayers of his peoe 
ple; tor blessed and happy were the effects that soon follow- 
ed. ‘Lhe next week the church again very generally met 
on the subject of their difficulties, and now the Lord appear- 
ed for Zion. ‘Lhe day began to break, and the dark cloud 
that had so long hung over her head was dispersed and fled 
away ; and the Sun of Righteousness arose with healing un- 
der his wings. ‘ihe members of the church both male and 
fema'e confessed their faults one to another, and mutually 
forgave each other, and being sensible that, by their unchris+ 
tiun contentions, they hed wounded the cause of Christ and 
the feelings of the congregation, they voluntarily and unani- 
mously agreed to come ino the broad alley the next sabbath, 
and as a body to make a public confession, which they ac- 
cordingly did. ‘Lhis was a solemn, joyful, and affecting 
scene, and appeared, instrumentally, to give a new spring 
and energy to the work. The church being sensible that 
numbers, who had lately obtuined hopes, stood waiting to 
offer themselves as candidates, as soon as a suitable door 
inthe church was opened, appointed a meeting for that pur- 
pose the same week when eleven presented themselves, were 
examined and gave satisfaction. ‘The next week, twenty- 
two told their experience at a church meeting to charitable 
acceptance ; and thus it continued for a number of weeks 
until the last sabbath in January, when on communion day 
sixty-two persons presented themselves before God in the 
congregation of his people, and there solemnly dedicated 
and joined themselves to God ard his churchin an everlast- 
ing covenant never to be forgotten. This was asolemn and 
yejoicing day—a season that will be had in everlasting remem- 
brance. The work still continuing, church meetings were 
again held for the examination of candidates. The last sab- 
bath in March we had another communion season, when 
thirty-one were added to the church-—in all ninty-three.— 
Of these, fifty are heads of families—twenty-three males 
and twenty-seven females. The remaining forty-three are 
young unmarried persons, fourteen males, and twenty-nine fe- 
males. Seyenteen more now stand propounded to the church ; 
besides about fifty others who have obtained a hope, but do 
not as yet come forward to join any church. Besides these, 
a number in the east and west parts of the town have join- 
ed the Baptist churches ; but their exact number I don’t 
know, 
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Revival of Religion. 


Revival of Religion in Windsor. 


A revival of religion prevails with power in Windsor.— 
We learn that upwards of thirty persons are propounded 
for admission to the congregational church in the east pa- 
rish. 

Farther particulars respecting this work may be expected 
in some future number. ( Ad. 

We learn with pleasure that there appears to be a work of 
divine grace in Salem, God’s Spirit seems to have come 
among that people with power. During the winter past, an 
unusually solemn attention to religion, has pervaded all parts 
of the town. Some hundreds, it is hoped, have already be- 
gun their everlasting song; others are still inquiring what 
they shall doto be saved. The same appearances have also 
been witnessed at Manchester. lately the shower of divine 
influences has begun to shed its blessings on the towns of 
Beverly, Marblehead, and Danvers in the same vicinity. 
Several towns in Worcester county, have recently experienc- 
ed the outpourings of the Spirit. From Exeter N. H. we 
hear that God has visited and refreshed his heritage in that 
place. We are likewise informed, from authentic sources, 
that a general and very powerful awakening has, not long 
since, commenced in the city of New York. Such ac- 
counts cannot fail to excite the fervent gratitude of Zion’s 
friends, and to cause hem to pray with increased ardor, thy 


kingdom come, ( Panoplist. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN SUTTON, MASS. 


i a ae Fe fC fptpr 7, “297 n q* } 
Extract of a letter from a gentleman in Sutton, Mass. 
dated Apri! 10, 1810. 


The revival of religion in this place, is a source of great 
joy to the friends of Christianity. For twenty years past, 
no one has ever witnessed such a transaction, as, by the per- 
mission of God, took place in the Rev. Mr. Mills’s Society 
the last sabbath. Fourteen voluntarily came forward and 
acknowledged the sovereignty of the Almighty, the power 
and efficacy of a Redeemer, and the benign influence of the 
Holy Spirit, putting on the armor of faith and hope, and 
becoming followers of the Lamb. Almost one hundred 
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have joined the various churches in this town within six 
months, and the work of God still continues among us. Oh 
that it might spread far and wide ; fly like electricity from 
heart to heart, until all shall repent and come to the know- 
ledge of God as it is in Christ Jesus. 





Lixtract of a Letter from a Gentieman in London, 


I have lately had great pleasure in perusing the minutes 
of the yearly conference of Lutheran aud Calvanist ministers, 
from all parts: of the continent, who me’ in Lusatia, to- 
gether with 91 letters addressed from pious bishops aud 
pastors in other parts, who could not attend. There was 
one from an association of Protestant ministers in Langue- 
doc in France ; from an extensive circle at Basie; from Al- 
sace, Holland, Saxony, Wirtemberg, Osnaburg, Nuremberg, 
Russia, Poland, Hungary, the banks of the Wolga, Den- 
mark, Norway, Sweden, Esthonia; also some accounts from 
Moscow ; ; and some addresses from Catholic ministers. It 
gave a kind of ubiquity to me for the time, and afforded a 
peculiar delight, with one glance to see and converse with, 
= hear them converse,—all speaking the same he: wvenly 
langu age——all lamenting the low state of religion, in their 

various districts, and all breathing after a wider and wider 
spread of the glorious gospel.—ihere appears to be a cone 
siderable work going on among the Catholics in the south of 
Germany. Many pious priests are raised up, and labouring 
diigently. These are meeting a great opposition ant 
persecution from their church. So much has bigotry de- 
creased, that it is not uncommon to see Lutherans and Ca 
tholics hearing the Gospel from the lips of a Calvanist minis: 
ter, and all sitting down to commemorate the death of ow 

Tord at the same table. Lun. 
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viontesquieu. tells us, that “ the prosperity of religic on I: 
oo “ye that of civil government.” * Relig: on may 
te well in an efflicted state, because affliction is the true 
state al a iia, ‘Lhe humiliations and dispersion of 
ihe chureh, the destruction of her temples, ard the per 
cutions of her martyrs, are the distinguished times of her 
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giory. On the contrary, when she appears triumphant in 
the eye of the world, she is genet rally sinkiag in adversity.” ‘ 

Agreeably to this, Newton, speaking of Constantine’s open 
profession of christianity, says, * Though it added much to 
the temporal prosperity, yet it contributed little to the spirl- 
tual graces and virtues of christians. It enlarged their re- 
venues, and increased their endowments; but proved the 
fatal means of corrupting the doctrine, and relaxing the dis- 
cipline of the church.” 





There is no proof of the existence of God, and the truth 
of christianity, so consolatory, as the experimental atid heart- 
felt knowledge of God, and of his son Jesus Christ. Indeed, 
all other proofs, without this, are to little purpose, and this 
is independent of every other argument ; for though it can- 
not with propriety be adduced for the conviction of unbelicv- 
ers, it is calculated to yield more satisfaction to our bosoms 
than the most laboured arguments that reach the understand- 
ing only. Poor people, whose minds have taken a religious 
tura, usually rest their salvation upon this experimental coa- 
viction alone. 


WHITEFIELD. 


When a certain bishop was complaining to the king of 
Whitefield’s great and eccentrick labours, and advising with 
him what steps were best to be taken to put a stop to his 
preaching, his majesty replied, “* My Lord, I can see no 
other way but for us to make a bishop of bien. This will 
stand a good chance of stopping his wild career.” 





Addison says of the immortality of the soul :—“ If it bea 
‘veam, let me enjov it; since it makes me both the happier 
znd the better man.” 





itis impossible for any man tosay with certainty, whether 
(ue change, which seem; to pass upon the human mind, up. 
on the melancholy occasions of sickness, is real and raving, o 
only apparent and delusive. We have known various i: ecauioet, 
where every symptom of genuine repentance has been exhi- 
bited upon a sick- bed, but no sooner has health returned, shin 
ey ave returned to folly with accelerated spced ; fulfili ng 
r1¢ old popish distich : 


“When the devil was sick, the devil a monk would be: 
When the deyii got well, the devila monk was he! 
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THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR. 


A concise Argument in favour of Christianity. 


The bible must be the invention either of good men or an- 
gels, bad men or devils, or of God.—It could not be the 
invention of good men or angels, for they neither would 
nor could make a book, and tell lies all the time they 
were writing it, saying, Thus saith the Lord, when it 
was their own invention.—It could not be the invention of 
bad men or devils, for they would not make a book, which 
commands all duty, ferbids all sin, and condemns their souls 
to hell to all eternitv. I therefore, draw this conclusion— 
‘The bible must be given by Divine inspiration. 





Barnaby a physician in London, was intimately acquaint- 
ec. with an atheist. After some time, he was seized with a 
violent fever, and sent for the doctor. He came, and pre- 
scribed several medicines, but none of them took effect.— 
Ax iength he told him plainly, “ Sir, 1 know nothing morc 
that can be done ;-you must die.” Upon this, he clenched 
his fists, gnashed his teeth, and said with the utmost fury, 
** God! God! 1 won’t die!” and immediately expired. 


tal 
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It may be necessary to remark, that, as among the class 
of christians dencminated Calvinists, there is some diversity 
of opinion about some points, especially of church govern- 
ment and discipline, the remarks relative to Whitefield m 
the introduction, were not intended to be considered, as ex- 
tended to the whole of his sertiments, especially on the above 
subjects, ‘lhe first publications of Whitefield, also, were ac- 
knowledged by him, in atter-life, to have been incorrect in 
many particulars. The remarks in favour of Whitefield, 
were intended to apply to what are generally acknowledged 
among Calvinists, as the leading doctrines of Christianicy, 
and were not intended to be considered, as approbatiag his 
sentiments In every particular. | 

Ep. 


A; 























































A CATALOUGE OF BOOKS 
For Sale at the Book-Store of the Publisher. 


Addison’s gridence of the Christian Religion, 
Anketell’s Poems, 
A Father’s Legacy to his Daughters, ; 
Bibles with Canns notes, 
Bibles quarto, School do. Pocket do. 
Blairs Sermons, 2 vol. 
to children, 
Bunyan’s Visions, | 
Minor Works, 
Beauiies of the Bible, 
Buck’s ‘Lheological Dictionary, 2 vol, 
Beautics of the t.vangelical Magaziae, 2 vol, 
Barcley’s Catechism and Confession of Faith, 
Brown’s Dictionary of the Bible, 2 vol, 
-———— on the Catechism, 
——~— Concordance, 
Christian Journal, 
——— Oracles, — 
- Mirror, 
Bonnet’s Enquiries, 
Baxter’s Saints Kest by Faucett, 
Baxters Saints Rest by Wesley, 
Bishop of Soder and Man on Christianity, 
Beauties of Hervey, 
Brooks on the Covenant of Grace, 
Beveridyes Private Thoughts on Religion, 
Beauties of Watts, 7 
Cole on God’s Sovereignty, 
Campbeli’s Lectures on Ecclesiastical History, 
Christian Panoply, 7 
Christian Hero by Steéle, 
Complete History of the Bible, 2 vol. 
Challoner’s Meditations, 
Christian Economy found in the Isle of Patmos, 
Calvery, or the Death of Christ, 
Cruden’s Concordance, 
Common Prayer Book, 
Cloud of Witnesses, 
Dodridge’s Rise and Progress of Religion, 
jodd on Death, | : ma] 
eath, a Vision, jn ae ' 
eo. “3 


a 





——~ 
























































Me ‘ h a: 
wer 

¥ 2 i at D 

t ra 


[ 6} 


Dialogues of Devils, 

Dickinson’s five points of Christian Faith, 
Dialogues between a Pulpit and Desk, 
Death of Legal Hope by Boeth, 
Dictionary of the Bible, small, 
Erskine’s Sermons, 

Gospel Sonnets, 

Enfield’s Biographical Sermons, 
Elements of Morality, 

Kconomy of Human Life, 

Edwards on the Affections, 

> Freedom of the will, 

~ History of Redemption, 
Vlavel’s Navigation Spiritualized, 
Husbandry Spiritualized, - 
Fletchers Life, 

Faith no Fancy, 

Fox’s Book ef Martyrs, 2 vol. 4 to. 
Fuller’s defence of the Gospel, 
Gospel its own Witness, 
Fordyces Sermons, 

Fleming on the Prophecies, 
Franklins Sermons, 

Frazers Key to the Prophecies, 
Gammon’s Sermons, 

Garden of the Soul, 

















_ Golden Treasury, 


Gardiner’s Life, 
Guthries’ Trial of a saving interest ia Christ, 
Gaston on Faith, 
Hervey’s Meditations, 
Hunter’s Sacred Biography, 4 vol. 
Halyburton’s Enquiry, 
Memoirs, 
Howe’s Sermons, 
Hornes’ Posthumous Pieces of William de la F letcher, 
Holy War, : 
Jenyn’s Lectures, 
yh usalem Sinner Saved, 

nox’s Essays Moral and Religious, 
Law’s Call to a devout and holy life, 





» Levi against Paine, 


Life of Joseph son of Israel, 


Life of Francis Xavier, * 


Life of God inthe Soul of Man, 
Life of Wilmot Earl of Rochester, 




































. : e ; a 
‘ J ‘ 
aN - x ar 


cv 4 


Life of Christ by J. Taylor, 

Life of'the Rev. William P. Earley, 
Lady’s Mentor, 

Marshall on Sanctification, 
Mason’s’ Spiritual Treasury, 2 vols 
remains, 

M‘Farland on Heresies, 

Miss More on Female Education, 
Essays, 

Moral Library, 

Miscellanies Moral and Instructing, 
M‘Ewen’s Essays, 

on the Types, 

Memoirs of the Dead, 

New-York Missionary Magazine, 4 vol. 
Newton on the Prophecies, 3 vol. 
Osterwalds Theology, 

Owen on Redemption, 

Sacramental Discourses, 
Original Poems by a Lady, 
Pilgrim’s Progress with notes, 

Do, Do. without notes, 
Precious Truth or some Points on Gospel Doctrine, 
Pike and Haywards Cases of Conscience, 
Parental Legacies, 

Parental Duty, , 
Pearce on the New Testament, 2 vol. 4 to. 


-~ > 
: 














“Psalms with Brown’s notes, ‘/ 


Paley’s Moral Philosophy, 
Psalms of David old version, 

Priestley on the corruptions of Christianity, 2 vol. 
Porteus’s Evidence of Chritianity, 

Rush’s Essays, 

Revival of Religion in Kentuckey, 

Keligious Courtship, 

Rowes Devout Exercises of the heart, 

. Letters from the dead, 

Rippon’s Hymns, 

Religious Repository, 

Smith’s Sermons, - 

Strong’s Sermons, 

Sacred Mirror, 

Study of the Bible by George Prettyman, D. D. 
Stackhouses History of the Bible, 6 vol. 
Sdfpcure Loyalist, 

Sacred Biography, J. 
School Testaments, 


r 2 > ; ee " x. 
- BE 








Trail’s Sermons, 
Tuke on the duties of Religion and Morality, 
Testaments large, 
The acceptable Sacrafice, or the excellency of a broken heart, 
Village Sermons,‘ 2 vol. . 
Village Dialogues 
Witherspoon’ s Works, 4 vols: 
Miscellanies, 
Welsh’s Sermons, 
Watson’s Apology for the Bible, 
White’s Sermons, 
Witsius on the Covenants, 3 vol. 
Watson on Contentment, 
Whiston’s Primitive Christianity, _ 
Willison’s Afflicted Man’s Companion, 
Sacramental Modianiae, 
on the Shorter Catechism, 
Whitefield’s Sermons, 
Watt’s Psalms and Hymns,. 
Lyric Poems, 
Miscellanies, 
Historical Catechism, 
Divine Son 
nen Scone History, 
Wilberforces View of real Christianity, 
Young’s Centaur not Fabulous, 
Zolikoffer’s Exercises of Piety. 


- ALSO 
The following Catechisms and Pamphlets. 






































Browns, two @atechisms, 

Mackarsies, do. 

Shorter Catechism, 

Shorter Catechism with Scripture Proofs, 
King’s Catechism. 


F leming on the rise and fall of Antichrist, 

King’s observations on the Prophecies, 

— remarkablé® Passages of the Life and death of Mr. 

eden, 

The Gospel Ministry, a Sermon Preached at Belfast (Krew 

, land) by the Rev. Franeis Pringle, 

The Scripture Doctrine of Saving Faith, by the the Rev. 
John Anderson, | 

bac a ae of other — Pamphlets, too tedious 


_ 8 eA 


. * 7 7 4 ¥ 





